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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

INTRODUCTION 

1. These Explanatory Notes have been prepared by the Scottish Government in order to 

assist the reader of the Bill and to help inform debate on it. They do not form part of the Bill and 

have not been endorsed by the Parliament. 

2. The Notes should be read in conjunction with the Bill.  They are not, and are not meant to 

be, a comprehensive description of the Bill.  So where a section, or a part of a section, does not 

seem to require any explanation or comment, none is given. 

THE BILL 

3. The Bill provides for a change to the date of the Scottish Parliament general election that 

would otherwise be held on 7 May 2020 to 6 May 2021 so that it does not coincide with the UK 

Parliament general election scheduled for 7 May 2020. It also provides for a change to the date 

of the Scottish local government elections due to be held on 6 May 2021 to 5 May 2022, so that 

they do not coincide with the new date of the Scottish Parliament general election. 

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS 

Date of general election for Scottish Parliament 

4. Section 1 of the Bill provides that the ordinary general election for the Scottish 

Parliament which is scheduled to take place on 7 May 2020 will instead be scheduled to take 

place on 6 May 2021.  Subsequent ordinary general elections will be scheduled to be held on the 

first Thursday in May in the fourth calendar year after the May 2021 general election.   

5. The provisions in the Scotland Act 1998 which relate to setting and varying the date of 

ordinary and extraordinary general elections are unaffected by this change, i.e. section 1 of the 

Bill retains the power for the Presiding Officer of the Scottish Parliament to propose another date 

within a month of the election scheduled for 6 May 2021 (in section 2(5) of the Scotland Act 

1998) and allows section 3(3) of the Scotland Act 1998 to operate so that an extraordinary 

general election within the six months before 6 May 2021 will result in cancellation of the 6 May 

poll. 

Year of local government elections 

6. Section 2 of the Bill amends section 5 of the Local Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994 

so that the Scottish local government ordinary elections which are scheduled to take place in 

2021 will instead be scheduled to take place in 2022. It also provides that ordinary elections for 

Scottish local government will be held every fourth year after the 2022 election.   

7. Section 43 of the Representation of the People Act 1983 provides that ordinary Scottish 

local government elections are held on the first Thursday in May in an election year which 

means that the 2022 elections will be scheduled to take place on 5 May 2022.   
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FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM 

 

INTRODUCTION 

1. This Financial Memorandum has been prepared by the Scottish Government to satisfy 

Rule 9.3.2 of the Parliament’s Standing Orders.  It does not form part of the Bill and has not 

been endorsed by the Parliament. 

2. The costs associated with running the Scottish Parliament general election in 2020 and 

the Scottish local government elections in 2021 are already committed.  These costs cover a 

range of activities associated with undertaking elections, including but not exclusively: 

distributing candidates’ mailing; polling station costs; postal vote costs; printing polling cards; 

count costs.  By moving the dates of both elections by one year – to 2021 for the Scottish 

Parliament general election and 2022 for the Scottish local government elections – the Bill does 

not create any additional or new costs over and above what they would otherwise have been 

without the change of dates, nor does it create any savings as such beyond the deferment of 

expenditure for one year.  

3. Any costs associated with early planning for the 2020 and 2021 elections, for example 

booking polling stations, would not be incurred at least until after the next elections in 2016 and 

2017, so by moving the subsequent dates ahead of those elections the Bill does not create any 

additional costs from duplicating expenditure.      

4. The cost associated with running the Scottish Parliament and local government, for 

example MSPs’ and councillors’ salaries and expenses, is an on-going cost and is unaffected by 

the change of dates for elections to those roles.       

COSTS ON THE SCOTTISH ADMINISTRATION 

5. No costs will be incurred as a result of the Bill by the Scottish Administration. 

COSTS ON LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

6. As mentioned above no costs will be incurred as a result of the Bill by local authorities. 

COSTS ON OTHER BODIES, INDVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES 

7. No costs will be incurred as a result of the Bill by other bodies, individuals and 

businesses.  
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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT STATEMENT ON LEGISLATIVE 

COMPETENCE 

 

On 17 November 2015, the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance, 

Constitution and Economy (John Swinney MSP) made the following statement: 

 

―In my view, the provisions of the Scottish Elections (Dates) Bill would be within the 

legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament.‖ 

—————————— 

 

PRESIDING OFFICER’S STATEMENT ON LEGISLATIVE 

COMPETENCE 

 

On 17 November 2015, the Presiding Officer (Rt Hon Tricia Marwick MSP) made the following 

statement: 

 

―In my view, the provisions of the Scottish Elections (Dates) Bill would be within the 

legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament.‖ 
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